CHAPTER XIII

THE MIGHT HAVE BEEN

THE Napoleonic Wars ended in something more
than a victory for the Allied Powers, The
result was a victory for stability. The reason
for this was that the Allies were successful in their
effort to make their victory a victory over the
government of Napoleon and the spirit of militarism,
and not a victory over the French people. The result
was that, though the peace of Europe was disturbed
on various occasions in the nineteenth century,
France planned no war of revenge and there was no
major universal conflict for a hundred years.

There was an idea in the minds of the Allied Powers
in 1919 that the same successful result should be
achieved. Unfortunately the terms of the Treaty of
Versailles were not such as to make it clear that the
victory was over the government of the Kaiser and
the spirit of militarism, and that there was no
defeat for the German people. The Treaty of Ver-
sailles is not without its defenders even to-day. It
is perhaps too much to hope that a treaty framed at
the conclusion of a long and sanguinary war should
be a model of dear political thinking. It is a pity
that the terms of peace cannot be drawn up before
the war is started and before the feelings of the
nations are exacerbated. The cardinal error of the
Treaty of Versailles, apart from its economic aspects
the impropriety of which have since been generally
recognized, was that it professed to a guiding
principle, and then was not in every respect governed
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